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Instructions: 
For this assignment, you will be studying the life of one of the characters from Courageous Faith. You will use a template developed from Chapter 36 of Everyday Bible Study in order to complete this character-sketch Bible study. You will seek to discover what can be learned from the character you have selected when we purposefully study his or her life using the technique of observation, interpretation, correlation, and application.

I. Observation

Step One: Choose a person to study.

	For this character-sketch Bible study I will be studying: Jacob


Step Two: Identify and list all the Bible passages on the person. You may find it helpful to use a Bible dictionary, Bible handbook, or a study Bible. Remember that some Old Testament characters are mentioned in the New Testament.

Bible (Ibs)
· Exodus 3: 6
· Numbers 32: 11
· Deutronomy 1: 8
· Acts 3: 13
· Mathew 22: 32
Easton Illustrated Bible Dictionary
· Genesis 32
· Genesis 35: 14-15
· Genesis 27: 11
· Genesis 35: 26
· Genesis 34: 6











Step Three: Read through each passage, making general observations based on first impressions. List (in complete sentences) at least 10 general observations from the Bible passages on your character.
The Lord of Jacob was a fearful God evident through Moses actions (Exodus 3:6).
God vowed no other 20-year old and above man would see the promised land due to disobedience (Numbers 32:11).
God rewarded Jacob’s obedience (Deutronomy 1:8).
The God of Jacob is the God of living (Mathew 22:32).
The God of Jacob has power over renunciation (Acts 3:13).
Jacob was blessed with two sons of Zilpah (Genesis 35:26).
Jacob honored God evident through actions such as the construction of the pillar (Genesis 35:14-15).
Jacob was generous evident through the communal shared with Hamor (Genesis 34:6).
Jacob was a smooth man, a physical characteristic (Genesis 27:11).
Jacob was powerful, a gift he obtained from God (Genesis 32)







Step Four: Ask the key questions and observe other structural or grammatical 
Elements.

    	Observations related to “Who?”
Jacob communicated to God after building the pillar. Jacob had two sons Gad and Ashar. 
Jacob also enggaged with Hamor, the father of Shechem. Jacob met God’s host; at the same time, enemies as he passed through Edom. Jacob had a conversation with Rebekah (Genesis 27:11). God is the main focal point of Jacob’s life. God, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses are key actors in the patriierch’s life history. An interaction between descendants of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and God took place. Lastly, asny 20-year old and above were not allowed to view the land promised ro Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



Observations related to “What?”
Jacob constructed a memorial stone where he talked to God and poured drink and oil. Jacob had sones with Leah’s handmaid. Jacob communed with the father of Shechem. Also, Jacob told his mother he had distinct physical features from Essau.The Lord is the God of livig and not the dead. The descendants of Isaac, Abraham and Jacob are given land. Moses feared the God of Jacob and hid his face (Exodus 3:6). Jacob was confronted and fought back when left alone resulting in his changed name to Israel.







Observations related to “Where?”
Jacob set up a pillar at the place where he talked to God. Jacob’s sons with Leah’s handmaid were born in Padanaram. The wrestling took place at Edom, Essau’s country. On the other hand, the communal meal took place in Israel. No disobedient man to God from Egypt shall see the promised land.




Observations related to “When?”


The wrestling took place at night until the break of day. The meal was shared when Jacob’s sons were out in the field.




	Observations related to “Why?”


The fight took place to emphasize on the natural and spiritual prosperity of the people of Israel.
Shechem’s father had the intention of establishing an intermarriage between Jacob’s people and his people. An emphasis is given on the statement that the God of Jacob is of the living. The men who shall not see the promised land due to disobedience.




Step Five: Construct a timeline that details the life of your Bible personality.

Jacob description of the physical charecteristics that distinguish him from Essau marks his initial encounter in his quest for blessings.
Jacob’s own deception made him flee.
Jacob had descendants including the children of Leah’s hadnmeaid in the foreign land.
However, Jacob later returned home and wrestle men on his way.
As a result, Jacob’s name was changed to Israel.
Jacob suffered grief after the death of his wife, and consequent, disappearance of Joseph.
Famine reunited Jacob and Joseph and he died peacefully with a request to be buried in the Promised Land.







II. Interpretation

Step Six: Determine what Biblical wisdom can be gained from this character. Carefully look through your general observations based on your first impressions, your deeper study, and your timeline. What biblical wisdom can you gather about your character? Write out five elements of Biblical wisdom that can be understood from your character. Provide a concise explanation of each of these elements.

A. God Fearing
Jacob feared God, an important factor that made God associate His name with him on several occasions. Jacob built a memorial stone to offer sacrifices to God initiating the processs by pouring drinks and oils

B. Boldness
Jacob was a strong man evident through his wrestling acts that declared him a victor. As a result, his name was changed from Jacob to Israel.

C. Generous
Despite the evil committed by Shechem and his anger towards the same, Jacob contained himself and gave Shechem’s father to express himself.

D. Obedient
Jacob was obedient to God resulting in His blessings to him and his descendants. For instance, the Promised Land was given to Jacob and his obedient descendants.

E. Spirituality
	Jacob had failed in several scenarios such as when they conspired with Rebekah to take away Essau’s blessings (Genesis 27:11). However, God condescends all these wrong doings, blesses him, and associates his name with him, the God of Jacob (Exodus 3:6).









III. Correlation

Step Seven: Ask, “How does this character’s life reflect other truths found in the Scriptures?” List and explain 3 truths from this person’s life that fit within all of the Bible. Your explanation must note how these truths fit the framework of God’s Word.

A. Man is to error, Jacob illustrated the many temptations that face man but they still fall into the trap. However, the forgiving God gave him several chances to make right his evil doings. Such kind of God’s mercy is evident through other bible characters such as the woman who was caught in adultery resulting in Jesus’ famous quote on judgment (John 8:7).

B. God’s blessings are channeled to the obedient as illustrated in Jacob’s scenario. Other bible characters that bring out the relevance of obedience include Abraham who received immense blessings from God due to strong faith.

C. Family reunion is a significant life event that was not only evident in Jacob’s life but    other bible characters such as the prodigal son. The father of the prodigal son forgave and called for a celebration upon the return of his son.





Step Eight: Ask, “How does this character’s life point me to Jesus?” List and explain 3 ways the life of your character can point to the person and work of Jesus Christ.

A. Forgiving is common in both Jacob’s and Jesus Christ’s era. Jacob forgave his family for having sold their borther and lied to him of Joseph’s death. Similarly, Jesus went to the extent of forgiving his betrayors including Judas and Peter despite being close friends.
B. Jacob demonstrated love for his offenders including the Shechem’s father, despite the evil acts that had transpired. This is similar to Christ’s advocacy for love and compassion through acts such as restoring the slit ear of a soldier during His arrest.
	






IV. Application

Step Nine: What points of application can be made using the Four Common Questions? List and explain 1 point of application for each of the Four Common Questions.

A. The question of duty 
Jacob responded to his duty to serve the Lord in effective ways that modern Christians should borrow from to ensure God is honored and adored.
	




C. The question of character
Each individual has an ugly past that one regrets since it is shameful. This past plays a critical role in defiing one’s character. Jacob’s past was marked by various failures. However, Jacob brings forth the lesson that one should not let the past failures define one’s character.




D. The question of cause
Relationships define the causes of everyday activities. Therefore, people whould wrestle with the relationships in the aim of maintaining them. As a result, a peaceful coexistence will be established.





E. The question of discernment
Drawing from Jacob’s life, judging others is a vice that should be looked down upon since it is the influential factor of discrimination. Threfore, discernment should only occur when determining what path to take based on what is wrong or right.


References
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